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E S C E P E H A L E, Otherwise S H E E P H A L L.

THIS Parish belongs to the Hundred of Cashio, but is here treated of under that of Broadwater, in which it is locally situated. It is bounded on the North and West by Stevenage, on the South by Knebworth, and on the East by Aston. The village of Sheephall is situated about one mile East of the great North Road, at the distance of thirty miles from London. 
MANOR of SHEEPHALL.

THIS Manor was parcel of the possessions of the Monastery of St. Alban : yet, in the time of William the Conqueror, Stigand, the Archbishop of Canterbury, held some land here under the Abbot, but the Abbot himself held the Manor, as appears by Domesday Book, in which it is thus recorded.
Anschitil holds two hides of the Archbishop in Sheephall. There is land to five ploughs. There is one on the demesne, and another may be made; and three villanes have two ploughs, and a third may be made. There is meadow for half a plough. Pannage for twenty hogs. It is worth three pounds; when received forty shillings ; in King Edward's time four pounds. Aluric a vassal of Archbishop Stigand's held this land. It was in the demesne of the Church of St. Alban in King Edward's time; it could neither be sold nor separated from the Church.

The Abbot himself holds Escepale. There are three hides. There is land to five ploughs. One hide and a half is in the demesne, and there is one plough there, and another may be made. Eight villanes have three ploughs there. There are two cottagers and one bondman. Meadow for one plough. Pasture for the cattle. Pannage for ten hogs. It is worth in the whole four pounds ; when received three pounds ; in King Edward's time four pounds. This Manor lay and lies in the demesne of the Church of St. Alban
.
From the entries in the Book of' Domesday, it appears that Sheephall, though now accounted part of Cashio Hundred, was at the time of the Conquest in that of Broadwater, and it is probable was afterwards laid to the Hundred of Cashio by the influence of the Abbots of St. Alban's, the greater part of whose lands in this County, if not the whole, are now to be found in that district.

.In the latter end of the reign of King William the Conqueror, Paul Abbot, of the Church of St. Alban, obtained the restoration of two hides of land in this vill, which Asketill de Ros had held of Lanfranc the Archbishop, and since, of the Church of St. Alban

“ In anno 1 Johan. that King did confirm the grant of this Manor by the name of Scepeale to the same Church, but Mr. Norden [page 23] calls it Sheepeshale, in regard that this place has been accounted a wholsome walk for sheep.

“ Wimer de Ardes and Alice his wife gave seventy and six acres of arable land, with one marsh in Scepehale and Robert de Tailbois and Ralph his son gave all their land lying between the highway which leads from Stevenage to Hertford, and is divided from Scepehale." These Abbots ever since enjoyed this Manor until the fatal year of their dissolution, when it came to the Crown by the statute of 32 Henry VIII.
 Afterwards,

King Henry the Eighth, by letters patent dated the 1st of March in the 35th year of his reign, granted this Manor to George Nodes, to be held of the King in capite by the service of the twentieth part of a knight's fee and 21s. rent. George Nodes was Serjeant of the Buck‑hounds
 to Kings Henry the Eighth and Edward the Sixth, and Queens Mary and Elizabeth, and died possessed of this Manor without issue on the 14th of May,

1564. John Nodes brother and heir of George, succeeded, and died possessed of this estate, which descended to his son and heir Charles
, who, in the sixth year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was called upon to answer by what title he held the Manor of Shephall
 : he died and was buried at Sheephall on the 4th of April, 1593. George Nodes, Esq. son and heir of Charles, succeeded his father, and died possessed of this

estate the 24th of July, 1643. aged 70 years, and was buried at Sheephall. Charles Nodes Esq. third son by birth, but eldest surviving son and heir of George, was his successor in this estate ; he served the office of Sheriff of Hertfordshire 22 Car.1 ( 1646), and dying the 15th of October, 1651, was buried at Sheephall, leaving Frances his second wife surviving, who afterwards married Edmund Feilde, Esq. George Nodes, eldest son of Charles, by the second marriage, was, heir of Charles: he died without issue on the 9th of April, 1654, and was buried at Sheephall, and Edmund Nodes, then only surviving brother and heir of George, died the 16th of the calends of March, 1663, aet. 19, without issue and was also buried at Sheephall. Whereupon, all the male issue of Charles Nodes, Esq. who was Sheriff of Hertfordshire in 1646, became extinct: but Frances, his second wife and widow, and her second husband, Edmund Feilde, Esq. had issue, from whom are descended the Feilde family now resident at Stanstead. Mr. Feilde died in 1676, arid his lady in 1696, and were both buried here.


The male line of the family of Nodes was continued in the person of George Nodes, of London Esq. uncle of the last‑named George and Edmund Nodes, and brother of Charles their father. He died the 7th of September, 1664 aet. 60, and was buried at Shephall: George Nodes, Esq. eldest son and heir of George Nodes, of London, suc​ceeded in this Manor, and died possessed of it on the 7th of April, 1697, aged 60 years.  George Nodes, son and heir of George, succeeded his father, and by indentures of lease and release, bearing date the 17th and 18th of October, 1698, in consideration of his marriage with Elizabeth, second daughter and coheiress of William Harrington, of Rand, in Lincolnshire, settled this Manor upon himself for life, and after his decease upon his wife for her life, with remainder to their issue male, remainder to his right heirs. In the 12th year of King William the Third he served the office of Sheriff for this County, and dying without issue on the 24th of December, 1713, by his will, dated the 18th of September, 1706, gave this Manor to his brother, John Nodes, his heirs and assigns.  He died unmarried on the 8th of February, 1748, and by his will, dated the 22d of October, 1736, devised this Manor, together with the messuage called Sheephall Bury, to his nephew John Nodes, son of his brother Thomas Nodes for life, and afterwards to

such of his children as he should, by deed or will, limit or appoint, and, in default thereof, to all and every his children and their heirs. as tenants in common, and for want of such issue to the right heirs of his nephew John Nodes for ever. John Nodes succeeded to this estate, and dying on the 22d of December, 1761, by his will, dated the 31st of October in that year, devised this Manor to his son George Nodes, and his heirs in tail male, with remainder to his sons and Charles and Henry Nodes successively in tail male, remainder to his daughters Katharine, Sarah, and Margaret‑Mary Nodes, and their heirs as tenants in common in tail general. George John, Charles, and Henry Nodes, all died young without issue; whereupon, Katharine Nodes. Sarah, then the wife of Robert Jaques, and Margaret‑Mary Nodes, came into possession of the whole of this Manor and estate, as tenants in common in tail general.

H U N D R E D OF B R O A D W A T E R.

BY deed of partition dated the 20th of March, 1790, made in pursuance of a decree of the Court of Chancery, the whole of the Sheephall estate was divided into three parts, and one third part thereof was allotted to Francis Abell, Esq. as claimant under the said Robert Jaques and Sarah his wife; one other third part to the said Katharine Nodes; and the remaining third part, consisting of the Manor of Sheephall, with its appurtenances, &c. to such uses as were limited in and by the settlement and recovery made and suffered upon the marriage of Richard Price, Esq. with the said Margaret‑Mary Nodes.

Richard Price, Esq. and Margaret‑Mary his wife, by deed poll dated the 16th of January, 1806, made in pursuance of a power contained in their marriage settlement, directed, limited, and appointed that the Manor of Sheephall, after the decease of the longer liver of them, should remain to the only use of Catherine ‑Nodes Price, their only child, her heirs and assigns for ever.

PEDIGREE of the Family of NODES.

From the Monumental Inscriptions and Registers of Sheephall and Braughing

Arms  : Sable, on a pile Argent three trefoils slipped of the first.

Crest, On a wreath, two lions' gambs Sable, holding a garb Or.

                                                                                     William Nodes, of Barking, co. Essex

                                                                                                                   |

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


George Nodes, Gent. Serjeant of
   =
Margaret ,daughter of Thomas          John
William Nodes,

Buck Hounds to Henry VIII. Ed‑                 Grimston, of Oxborough, co.             brother and
from whom the

ward VI. and Elizabeth;
                               Norfolk; died 6th and was                  heir.
Nodes of Essex

ob. s. p. 17th, and was buried * 18               buried * the 7th June, 1582,                                   are descended

May, 1564.

                               near her husband.

                                                                                                                                      |

                      |

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Charles Nodes, of Shephall Bury, = Elizabeth daughter of Thomas Mitchell, of Codicote, co. Herts, Gent. ;


buried * 4th April, 1593.
        married at Codicote 2nd February, 1565. Par. Reg.

                                                        |

              |

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

George Nodes, of Shephall Bury, Esq.  = Helen, daughter and coheir of Edward Docwra,

 ob. 14th July, 1643, aet. 70. buried*.      of Hitchin, Esq.;ob. 1st, and

                                                                   was buried * 3rd April, 1658. aet. 78 

                                                                 |

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

                 |
1.
George, bapt.* 25th        1 ux. Jane, daughter = 3.     Charles Nodes, Esq. of = 2  ux.Frances, =             Edmund  Feilde.Esq.

     May, and  
bur.*                of Simeon Brograve,        Sheephall Bury ; bapt.*      dau. of William
          sometime of Mar‑


    21st Aug. 1600                  Esq. of Hammels, in         29th Jan. 1603 ; She‑         Pert, Esq. of               
den, afterwards of

2.
John, bapt.* 19th,              the parish of Braugh‑         riff of Herts 22 Charles     Arnolds, in Es‑
           Sheephall, and lastly


and bur.* 20th May            ing, co. Herts, mar            1. ; ob 15th, and was          sex ; bu.* 18th            
of Stanstead, Herts,

   1601.                                   ried 1st Oct. 1629              buried * 18th October,      Sept. 1696
                  2nd husb.; ob. 3, and

                                               at Braughing.                    1651.                                                                    was bur.* 7th June,





                                                                        1676,aet 56

                                                                                 |

              |

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

1. George Nodes,                  Jane, married Angustine Earle, Esq.            2. George Nodes, Esq. aet 14.       John, baptized 30th Sept.

ob. 20th Jan.
                   son of Sir Richard Earle, Kgt. And                   years 5th March, 1653‑4
          1651 ; ob. 2d, and was

1634; buried at
                   Bart. of Craglethorpe, co. Lincoln;                   ob. 9th April, 1654, bur.*         buried * 6th Dec. 1652.

Braughing.

              she died 25th May 1654  ; he died                3.
Charles, bur.* 8 May, 1644.      Elizabeth, b.1st Aug.


                   4th June, 1654, both buried at                       4.Edmund Nodes, Esq. bapt.*
      1648 ; she marr. Charles

                                              Braughing.
                       22nd Sept. 1644 ; ob, 16th          
Fane, third Earl of West‑          

                                                                                                                       of March, 1663, bur.*                 
morland, and ob. s. p.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

               |
4. George Nodes, of London, Esq.= Susanna, daughter of John                 5. John, baptized *                        Helen bapt.* 17th July, 1606;

bap.* 3d May, 1604 ; ob. 7th           Clarke, of London, Mer‑                        3d Aug. 1607; ma.
                     married* 28th May, 1627,

Sept. 1664, bur.*
             chant; ob. the 25th Oct.                          Margaret, dau. Of                      
William Boteler, Esq. of Har‑


                                                         1695, aet. 81, buried*.                            Thomas Crump.                          rold, co. Bedford.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

1. George Nodes, of Shephall Bury,= Elizabeth, daughter of                       2. John Nodes, ob. the 20th May,                    Sarah

Esq.; baptized 28th Aug. 1636. ob.     Coppin; ob. in childbed the                   anno 1688, aet. 33, and was bu.                  Susanna

7th, and was buried * 15th April,        2nd and buried the 5th July,
                ried                                                              Jane.

1697.
          1682.
                                            3. Charles.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

                 |

1. George.=

Eliza‑
                          2. Tho=   Mary,
                 3. John, Bapt.* 16th, and was            3. Susan, bapt.* 24 Sept.      6, Jane,bapt* 22d


Nodes
             beth, 2d
                          mas      dau.
                        buried * 17th Dec. 1674.                   1665 ; marr. ‑Samuel
     July, 1673 ; ob. 21st

of Sheep‑

 dau. and
                          Nodes,  of
                      4. John Nodes, of Sheephall                  Reeve, Rector of As‑
     and was bur.* 27th

hall                   coheir of                        of Lon‑   .
.....                       Bury, Esq.; ob. ' S, and bur.*             
ton, co. Herts, died in
      Dec. 1697.

Bury.                William                          don,                                  17th Feb. 1748 unm. aet. 72.             
childbed 23 Dec. 1685,
   4. Elizabeth, bapt*

Es
q. ob.            Harring                           bapt.*                            1. . . . . eldest daughter.
                        aet. 20 ; he mar. 2dly,
       17th Sept. 1668


S p. . aet.           ton, Esq                         8th
                                 2. Frances, the first wife of                   
Essex, dau. of Richard
        mar. Sam. Sale, of

47 the               of Rand:
                         Dec                           .        of Ralph Skinner Byde, Esq.             
Cooling, Esq. who died
        London, Merchant,


24th, and          co. Lin‑
                         1671.
                                   of Hitchin, and ob. 2 April,
              25th Oct. 1693, in the
       ob. at Great Mar​


was bu.*           coln ; ob.                                                                  1697, aet. 33; he died the                  
24th Year of her age;
       low, co. Bucks, 13th

29th
                 22 April,                                                                   9th of August 1705, aet. 78,
              he died 21 July, 1700,
        April, 1737. aet. 69,

Oct.                 1731 aet
                                                                    and were both buried at                    aet. 49, and were all
         bur.*=

1713
               67 bur*
                                                                     Hitchin ^ Vide Ware                         buried at A s t o n

                                                                                                                                                                      5. Rebecca Bapt. 18th             George Sale a                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                       July 1670                                learned Orientalist

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      died before his    

                                                                           |                                                                                                                                       mother

|

          |

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

John Nodes of Sheephall Bury, Esq. born = Katharine,= 0liver Edwards, Esq. of the parish or St. Andrew, Holborn, wi​

19th, and bapt. 25th March,, 1705, at
daughter
       dower; married * Katharine Nodes, widow, the 22d of March,

St. Martin Orgar's, London; ob. 22d             of…..           1771.

and bur.* 30th Dec. 1761.

                                                                                         |

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

          |


George, ob. s. p.                     Charles, and
                Robert Jacques,= Sarah, ob. 1
            Mary, ob. 7th Nov.              Margaret‑Mary,= Richard

in India, 1776.                          Henry, living                of London,Gent.   April, 1793,
           1743
died 2 years
            Marr. * 11 th       Price, Esq.

John, ob. s.p.
    unmarr. 1761,
   married A. D.
       aet. 47, bu‑
            and seven months,
            March, 1778.
    of Kneb​

                                                 both s. p.

     ‑1772.
                    ried *                    buried *.                                                           worth.





                                                                Katharine.






                                                                                                                                                                                                                          |                                                                                                                                                                                                                   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

                |

Katharine‑Nodes Price, born the 15th, and baptized, the 28th Jan. 1785, at St. George the Martyr, London.

* At Sheephall.

V I CARAGE.
THIS Vicarage lies within the diocese of London, and Archdeaconry of St. Alban. In the ecclesiastical taxation made by order of Pope Nicholas the Fourth, about the 20th year of the reign of King Edward the First A. D. 1291 this Vicarage  was rated at 5l. 6s. 8d. per annum.

In the Survey made upon the Dissolution of the Monasteries on the 26th year of King Henry the Eighth was valued in the King's Books at 9l. 5s. 10d. per annum

The Commissioners appointed by the Parliament to enquire into the state of ecclesiastical benefices in the year 1650, found that this Vicarage was endowed with all tithes to the value of 60 l. per annum, that the late King was the patron, the then incumbent was Thomas Knight, Clk.

Pope Honorius the Third, by his bull dated 10 kal. March 1218, in the 3d Year of his pontificate, confirmed this Church by the name of Scepeale to the Monastery of St. Alban. And a Vicarage was here ordained and endowed, which continued in the Abbots and Convent till their suppression, upon which it came to the Crown, and hath remained therein ever since.

Bishops by whom
Vicars.

Time of their Institution.
Patrons.


instituted.




John Taylour





Abbot and Convent of




Thomas atte Hacche

21st Jan. 1405, upon the
St. Alban.






resig. of John Taylour.

George Grayme.

William Lowen, Clk,



25th April, 1562, upon the

Grindall.




  resig. of George Grayme.



              Robert Wood, Clk,

11 t h  Ma y, 1581.  

Bancroft.

               Thomas Marten, M. A.
21st Oct. 1613, upon the






death of Robert Wood.



               John Rudd.


                James Dent, M. A.

16th July, 1640, upon the

Land.



                                     death of John Rudd.



              Thomas Knight, S. T. B.
13th Dec. 1641, upon the





                                      resig. of James Dent.                       The King


                Stafford Leventhorp, M. A.
1st Dec. 1669, upon the





                                       death of Thomas Knight.

Henchman.

               Richard Shoard, M. A.
6th Dec. 1665, upon the





                                        resig. of Stafford Leventhorp.



              Peter Fisher, M. A.

24th Nov. 1679 upon the

Compton.




death of Richard Shoard.

                                    William Milner, M. A.
27th May 1691, upon the





                                     resig. of Peter Fisher.

Robinson.

              William Hawtayne, Clk,
20th March 1712, upon





                                         death of William Milner. 




            Robert James, Clk,
                                       27th Sept. 1734, by, the





                                         cession of William Hawtayne.

Gibson

                                    John Barnwell, Clk, B. A.                               15th May, 1742, upon the

                                                                                                            death of Robert James.

Sherlock.        Nicholas Cholwell, Clk, 
B.A.                                        12th Nov. 1760, upon the

                                                                                                        resig. of John Barnwell.

                        John Jones, Clk, 
                                   24th April, 1767, upon the resig. 

                                                                                                        of Nicholas Cholwell                    The King.

Terrick. 
George Baddeley, D. D.                                           3rd Sept. 1770, upon the death of

                                              John Jones.

                         Thomas Sisson, Clk,M.A.                                      23d June, 1792, upon the death 
                                                                                                        of George Baddeley​

Porteus               The Honourable Henry                                         5th March, 1806, upon 

                            Leslie, Clk, M.A. 
                                    resig. of Thomas Sisson. 

CHURCH.

THIS Church which is dedicated to St. Mary, although small in its dimensions, is substantially built of brick, and covered with a tiled roof, and consists of a Chancel and Nave, from the West end of which rises a small square tower roofed with tile.

In the Chancel.

On the floor.

In black letter:

Here lieth the body of George Nodes, Gentylman, Serjeant to the Buck hounds to King Henry the Eighth, King Edward the Sixth, Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth,  which dyed the 17th daye of May, anno 1564, and Margaret his wyff, dyed the… day of ….anno 15 . . .

Here under lyeth the bodye of Margaret Noodes, ye wyfe of George Noodes, late of Shephallberry Sargaunt of the Bucke hounds unto King Henry, Kinge Edward, Queene Mary, and  Queen Elizabeth, which Margaret deceased the 6th day of January, in the yeare of our Lord God 1582.

Arms : ….on a pile…. three trefoils slipped…. Crest, oil a wreath, two lions' gambs…. supporting garb…. 
Nodes.

Here resteth ye body of George Nodes, of Shephall, in the County of Hertford, Esq. who had to wife  Ellen, eldest daughter of Edward Docwra, of Hitchin, in the same County, Esq. and had issue by her six sons and two daughters. He departed this life 24th day of July, anno Dom. 1643, aetatis suae 70.

Arms: Nodes impaling Docwra.

Here lyeth the body of Hellen Nodes, wife of George Nodes, Esq. of this Parish, and daughter of Edward Docwra, of Hitchine, of this County, Esq. who departed this life the 1st of April, 1658, aged 78 years.

Here lyeth the body of Charles Nodes, of Shephall, Esq. who first married the daughter of Simeon Brograve, of Hamwells, in the County, of Hartford, esq. who had issue by her one sonne, that died, and one daughter, surviving., Also, he married Frances, the daughter of William Pert, of Arnolds, in the County of Essex, Esq. who had issue by her eight children, whereof four living, George, Edmond, Elizabeth, John. He departed this life the 15th of October, 1651, in the 48th yeare of his age.

Here lies the body of John Nodes, youngest sonne of Charles Nodes, Esq. who departed this life the 3d of December, 1652, aged about 14 months.


Here lyeth the body of George Nodes, eldest sonne of Charles Nodes late of Shephal‑bury, Esq. by Frances, his last wife, who departed this life April the 9th, 1654, being 14 years of age on  the 5th of March, 1653.

Reliquiae Thomae Knight,

D. B. Pastor fidelis;

Qui octodecimum muneris hic persolutus annum

Cura animarum maxima subsidium

Moriens constituit pauperibus annuum;

Quantum si quaeris, refectos consule,

Pietatis scilicet locavit non ambitioni

Abi tu et fie simile.

Talia voluit memoriae ergo

Relicta lugens efflare marmor.

Edmundi Nodes, armigeri,

hic conditur cinis,

qui patris Caroli Nodes, Armigeri,

è tribus reliquit filius unicus;

spes matris olim, nunc desiderium,

nec plus amatus quam amabilis

efflorescente aetate, supremum obiit diem

decimo, sexto, kalendas Martii,

an. Dom. 1663, aetat. 19.

Discite mortales

clavis uteri et mortis ejusdem esse potestatis:

Dominus dedit et Dominus abstulit; sit nomen dei benedictum.

Here lyeth the body of George Nodes, of London, Esq. who left issue by his only wife Susannah three sonnes, George, John, and Charles, and three daughters, Sarah, Susanna, and Jane. He departed this life the 7th day of September, anno 1664, aetat. 60.

Here lyeth interred, in hope of the Resurrection, the body of Richard Shoard, Viccar of Sheephall, and Rector of Stevenage, who married Lettice, daughter of Eustace Needham, of Wymondley, Esq. and widdow of Mr. William Langhorne. He dyed November the 17th, 1679, being the 41st year of his age.

Arms : three coats, 1st, Nodes; 2d, [Argent,] on a bend [Gules], three mascles [Or], Pert; 3d, . . . . a chevron . . ‑ . between three garbs . . ‑ . Feilde.

Here lieth the body of Frances, third daughter of William Pert, of Arnolds, in the County of Essex, Esq. first married to Charles Nodes, late of this Parish, Esq. afterwards to Edmund Feilde, late of Stansted‑bury, in this County, Esq. She departed this life in the 81st year of her age, September the 13th, an. Dom. 1696.

On the North wall.

On a tablet occupying the lower part of a window, under the figure of a shepherd, bearing on his shoulders a lamb, and holding a crook in his hand, this inscription

Neere to this place lyeth buried

the body of John Rudd, the

faithfull pastor of this parish

45 years, who dyed a

bachelor the 13th July, 1640,

aetatis suae 72

Sonn of thunder, sonn of the Dove,

Full of hott zeal, full of true love :

In preaching truth, in liveing right,

A burning lamp, a shining light.

Arms: Nodes impaling, Argent, a chevron between three eagles' heads erased Sable, on a chief of the second, three mascles of the field, Clarke. 

P. M. S. Here lies the body of Susan, the wife of George Nodes, of London, Esq. and daughter of John Clarke, of London, merchant, ob. 25th Oct. 1695, aetat. suae 81.

In the Nave.

On the floor.


M. S. The body of John Nodes, Gent. second son of George Nodes, of London, Esq. and

Sussanah his wife, who departed this life the 20th of May, 1688, aetat. 33.

Arms.: Nodes impaling Coppin.

Georgius Nodes, armiger, obiit April 7, an. Dom. 1697.

Elizabeth Nodes, uxor ejus, obiit July 2, an. Dom. 1682.

Here lieth the body of Mary, daughter of John and Katharine Nodes, who died the 7th Of November, 1743, aged 2 years and 7 months.

Here lieth the body of Mrs. Sarah Jaques, daughter of the late John Nodes, Esq. of this Parish, and wife of Mr. Robert Jaques, of London, Gent. She departed this life on the 1st of April, 1793, in the 47th year of her age, leaving two daughters, Sarah‑Nodes Jaques and Mary‑Ann Jaques.

On the North wall.

Arms and Crest of Nodes:

P. M. S.

Juxta hic jacet

quicquid erat mortale Georgii Nodes,

de Shephal Bury, Armigeri,

qui egregias naturae dotes bonis exornavit literis,

et veritatis Christianae fide immota perpolivit,

ob tenerrimum erga suos affectum,

beneficentiam in pauperes, omnes candorem,

justitiae pacisque studium,

eximium nec non erga Patriam et ecclesiam amorem,

merito spectabilis :

uxorem duxit Elizabetham filiam natu secundam

et cohaeredem Gulielmi Harrington de Rand,

in agro Lincolniensi, armigeri, ex antiqua

et nobili Harringtoniorum Rutlandiensium

stirpe oriundi ;

desideratissimus obiit Octobris 24, 1713, aetatis suae 47.

Arms at the bottom : Nodes. an inescutcheon Harrington.

Arms: Nodes, impaling Harrington with the Crest of Nodes.

Hic juxta dilectum conjugein

deponuntur cineres

Elizabethae Nodes ;

mulieris, si formam spectes,

dignitate et elegantia insigniter decorae;

si mentem,

(unde forsan istae gratiae dimanabant) virtutibus excelsae hine humanae rigida inter

inferiores timorem peccandi,

inter equales

ad bene agendum emulationem,

inter omnes

sui reverentiam feliciter excitavit;

obiit 22 April, 1731, aetat. 67;

non ideo deflenda quod ultra prodesse nequit

pauperis nempe

(quasi virtuti parum vixerat)

adhuc benigne fovet,

sed quod nos stabilissimae virtutis

insigni exemplo praematurus orbavit.

Hoc erigi curavit

Harringtonius Bagshaw,

amicus et consanguineus,

non tam ut illius memoria

omni marmore dicturnior,

hic conservaretur

quam sua gratitudo.

On the South wall.

Arms: Nodes, impaling per pale Azure and Gules three boars' heads erased Or, a chief of the same, Coppin.

P. M. S. A pious memorial of George Nodes, of Shephall Bury, Esq. and Elizabeth his wife, who died July the 2d, 1682, in childbed, having been the tender mother of a numerous off‑spring of whom three 

sons and four daughters are now alive ; he survived her fourteen years, and departed this life April Ye 7th, 1697, in the 60th year of his age. He was a tender husband, a carefull father, a charitable neighbour, a diligent peace maker, a loyal subject, a lover of the Church, serious and devout, and his memorie is blessed.

Arms and Crest of Nodes :

Near this place, lieth the body of John Nodes, late of Sheephall Bury, Esq. who died a batchelor the 8th Feb. 1748, in the 72d year of his age.

Underneath the font, lyeth interred the remains of John Nodes, late of Sheephall Bury, Esq. who died Dec. 22d, 1761, aged 57, and left four sons and three daughters.

On the East wall.

Over the screen which. separates this part of the Church from the Chancel

P. M. S.

Here under lyes interred

the body of

Mrs. Jane Nodes,

fifth daughter of George Nodes,

late of this Parish, Esq.

who, after a virtuous life

led on earth,

dy'd the 21st day, of December,

1697.
In the Churchyard.

On an altar‑tomb West of the Church:

Here lyes the body of Elizabeth Sale, fourth daughter of George Nodes, late of this Parish, Esq. and relict of Samuel Sale, of London, merchant, by whom she had one only son, George Sale, well  known in the learned world for his great skill in the Oriental languages, and particularly for his most accurate translation of the Koran. He died in her lifetime, whom she soon followed, departing this life at Great Marlow, in Bucks, the 13th of April, 1737, aged 69 years.

On an altar‑tomb South of the Church

M. S. Sarae Crooke; obiit 14 Dec. A. D. 1796, aetat. 84. Samuel Crooke de Sheephall‑bury, moriens hoc matri et sibi poni jussit; obiit 25 Oct. 1791, aetat. 61.

BENEFACTIONS.

THOMAS CHAPMAN of Stevenage, Clerk, by will dated A. D. 1666, bequeathed the sum of five shillings to be laid out annually in “good sweet wheaten bread," to be distributed to the poor of this Parish upon the feast‑day of St. Andrew, or the next Sunday following, in every year ; and also the like sum of five shillings to the poor of Great Wymondley, in this County, chargeable upon a cottage and yard in Stevenage.
ELIZABETH NODES, late of Sheephall‑bury, widow, by her will, dated 11th December, 1730, gave 100l. to William Robinson Lytton, of Knebworth, and John Nodes, Esquires, upon trust, to lay out the same in the purchase of lands in fee in the parish of Sheephall, or some adjoining parish, and dispose of the annual rents and profits thereof towards the relief of the poor of this Parish, in such proportions as they, their heirs, and the Minister for the time being, should order and appoint. With this sum of money, piece of woodground containing 6 acres 3 roods 4 perches
  part of the Node farm in the parish of Codicote, in this County, together with all tithes and tenths arising therefrom, was purchased, pursuant to the directions of the testatrix, of Joseph Males, of the Node farm, in the parish of Codicote, on the 2d of December, 1779, by Richard Warburton Lytton,

� In Escepehala tenet Anschitillus de Archiepiscopo (Caniuarensi) duas hidas. Terra est quinque carucarum. In dominio est una, et alia potest fieri ; et tres villani habent duas carucas, et tertia  potest fieri. Pratum dimidiae carucae. Silva viginti porcis. Valet tres libras; quando recepit quadraginta solidos; tempore Regis Edwardi quatuor libras. Hane terram tenuit Aluric homo Stigand; Archiepiscopi ;	 De dominio ecclesiae S. Albani fuit tempore regis Edwardi, nec potuit vendere nec separare ab ecclesia. Lib. Domesday, fo. 133. No II.


	Ipse Abbas tenet Escepehale. Tres hidae .Terra est quinque carucarum. In dominio una hida et dimidia, et ibi est una caruca, et altera potest fieri.  Ibi octo villani habent tres carucas. Ibi duo cottarii et unus servus, Pratum unius carucae.


The next two lines are pure guess!


Pastura ad pecudra, silva decum porc.  Inter totum valet quatuor libras, quando recipet tres libras tempore


 Regis Edwardi quatuor libras. Hoc maneriuim jacuit et jacet in dominio ecclesiae Sancti Albani. Lib. Domesday, fo. 135, No X 





� Chauncy’s Hist. Antiq of Herts, p.517


� 2 3 Pars Orig. ao 33 H.VIII. rot.34


� Mon. Insc.


� Chauncy's Hist. Antiq. of Herts, P. 517


� Michaelis Record 6 Eliz. rot. 155.


� Tax. Eccles. p. 37


� Bacons Liber Regis, p.632


� MS. Survey in the Lambeth Library.


� Mon Ang. tom. I. fo. 178, 179


� Reg. Repingdon insts. in archiv. Linc. fo. 325.


� This piece of woodland was exchanged, under an act passed on the 18th of May 1810 anno 50 George III. for the inclosure of the open and common fields, common pastures, and other commonable and waste lands in the several parishes of Codicote, Welwyn, and Knebworth, in the County of Hertford, with the Honourable William Leeson, of Node, in the parish of Codicote, for the following lands in the parish of Sheephall.


		A 	R. 	P.


A Close of land called Randall Hill, containing 	7	1		36


A Close called Captain Herne in…………………………………………..2                      3             13


A Close in a common field called Homelys 	………………………     3                       3               3	


                                                                                                                    15                      1               2
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