THE CIVIL ENGINEER

SHEPHALBURY, NEAR STEVENAGE. (With an Engraving.)

This mansion, of which we give a perspective view showing the north or entrance front, and the west front, is in course of erection for Unwin Heathcote Esq., to replace a somewhat decayed and less convenient house, built probably early in the last century. The general arrangement of the plan presents, on the ground floor, the usual living and reception rooms grouped round a large hall, which itself will serve to some: extent the purposes of a room; and east of the block so formed a series of rooms for more strictly household purposes (nurseries, schoolroom, private room of the master of the house, &c;), with the usual offices in a wing stretching northward. . The axis has been carefully arranged with regard to aspect. The dining‑room, which may also serve as morning‑room, having an east and south aspect.  The ante‑​room looking south only; the drawing‑room, south and west; and the library, west. The garden front lies just a point or two east of due south, so as to throw a little west, into the aspect of the north front, and thus secures a little of the evening sun.
There is throughout one story of bed and‑dressing rooms over the ground‑floor, and in the main house and some parts of the wing of offices there is a story of attics.  Extensive cellars are formed under part of the ground‑floor. The clear heights of stories are, ground‑floor best rooms 13 feet, in other rooms, 11 feet; first‑floor best rooms, 11 ft. 6 in., other rooms, 10 ft. 6 in.; attics, 9 ft. 6 in.

The materials employed are red brick, with box ground stone dressings and for the roofs Staffordshire tiles. The bricks have been made on the estate, and are of excellent colour and quality. All the more important smoke‑flues are carried up through tubes of unglazed earthenware. The windows throughout are fitted with sashes hung in boxed frames, not casements; and glazed with plate glass. The bay windows are fitted with Bunnetts patent iron ‑shutters, elsewhere ordinary folding shutters are employed. In the treatment of the architectural features it has been attempted to make them correspond to the uses to which the portion of the house where they occur is to be applied. Thus the windows of the offices and of the chambers over them are all square‑headed and uniform in character, those of the reception rooms and the chambers over (of which only a small portion is seen in the view) have carefully studied pointed heads, and are as much varied as is consistent with propriety and breadth of effect; while those in the strictly household part of the building have a character somewhat between the two, with less variety.  The same thing has been done with doorways and other features.
The works ‑are being satisfactorily carried‑ out by Mr. R. F Roberts, of Islington, and are to be completed in the autumn of this year; the clerk of works is Mr. Joshua Lewis. The architect is Mr. T. Roger Smith, F. R. I. B. A., of 57 Strand, London.
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